46                           POLITICAL   IDEALS

advantages of their position, will enable them to mislead
the public as to the issues, and alienate the general
sympathy even from the most excellent cause.

I do not deny that these evils exist at present; I say only
that they will not be remedied by such measures as the
nationalization of railways in the present economic and
political environment. A greater upheaval, and a greater
change in men's habits of mind, is necessary for any really
vital progress.

State socialism, even in a nation which possesses the
form of political democracy, is not a truly democratic
system. The way in which it fails to be democratic may be
made plain by an analogy from the political sphere. Every
democrat recognized that the Irish ought to have self-
government for Irish affairs, and ought not to be told that
they have no grievance because they share in the Parliament
of the United Kingdom. It is essential to democracy that
any group of citizens whose interests or desires separate
them at all widely from the rest of the community should
be free to decide their internal affairs for themselves. And
what is true of national or local groups is equally true of
economic groups, such as miners or railway men. The
national machinery of general elections is by no means
sufficient to secure for groups of this kind the freedom
which they ought to have.
The power of officials, which is a great and growing
danger in the modern state, arises from the fact that the
majority of the voters, who constitute the only ultimate
popular control over officials, are as a rule not interested